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At Family Law Group Solicitors our practise is based on these underlying principles: 

 Exploring all available options for settlement;  

 Full, frank, direct and honest advice;  

 Being proactive not reactive; 

 Effective case planning, and  

 Customer Service. 

 Our initial consultation 

During our first consultation with you we will: 

 Provide as much advice as we can, depending on the available information; 

 Identify the information that might be required to confirm our advice; 

 Explain the process to formalise any agreement that has been reached; 

 Suggest a case plan, and 

 Give an estimate of the potential costs. 

 What information is important for an initial consultation? 

Let’s start with the basics: 

You and your former spouses date of birth, date of Marriage (or commencement of de-facto 

relationship), date of separation and/or divorce.  

Full names and dates of birth of any children of the Marriage / De-facto relationship, and 

any other children of your or your former spouse.  Details of any orders or agreements.  

   If the dispute is about property: 

A list of the assets and liabilities that both you and your former 

spouse have, whether in joint names or not (this includes 

superannuation). 

A list of the assets and liabilities at the time that you commenced 

cohabitation. 

Details of your income, your spouse’s income, any child support 

payable, health of either party. 

Records of any lump sums received by either of you (such as a gift or 

inheritance) 

Our initial 
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fixed fee and is 

obligation free  
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If the dispute is about children: 

Copies of any orders or agreements made. 

Details of the current care arrangements for the children (for example who the children live 

with, how much time they spend with the other parent, where they go to school, how they 

are going at school, any health / medical matters) 

If the past arrangements for the children are different to the current arrangements, details 

of how those arrangements changed. 

   Can I get divorced straight away? 

 To be divorced, a Husband and Wife must be separated for a period of   
   12 months. 

   Separation can occur under one roof in certain circumstances. 

Important time limits in property cases 

Applications to Court for orders for alteration of property interests (property settlement) 

and/or spousal maintenance must be commenced: 

 Within 1 year of the date the divorce order comes into effect (for previously Married 

couples); and, 

 Within 2 years of the date of final separation (for de-facto couples). 

Failure to file proceedings within the time limit may result in your rights being lost.  

Non-Court based services 
These services are available to assist families dealing with separation.  Details for these 

services can be obtained from the website www.familyrelationships.gov.au and include: 

 Family Relationship Centres 

 Parenting Orders Programs  

 Post Separation Cooperative Parenting Services  

 Supporting Children after Separation Program  

 Family Violence Prevention  

 Family Counselling  

http://www.familyrelationships.gov.au/

