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Your entitlement 

You have a right to feel safe. If you have any concerns for your safety it is important you let 

us know.  If there are any applications to a Court (or orders about) protecting your safety 

please tell us. 

Help and Services 

There are services available to assist. If you need help call one of these numbers:  

QLD    
 
Brisbane Domestic Violence       07 3217 2544   More services  
Advocacy Service      can be found  
        by visiting the 
DV Connect Womensline            1800 811 811   website:  
DV Connect Mensline                  1800 600 636 
        www.familyrelationships.gov.au 
NATIONAL 
 
Mensline                                       1300 789 978 
Police                                            000 
National Domestic Violence         
Counselling Service                    1800 200 526 

 

What is family violence? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic and family violence occurs when one person in a relationship uses violence or abuse to 
maintain power and control over the other person. People who experience these acts of abuse or 

violence often feel fearful and unsafe. Abusive behaviours can include: 
•physical abuse  

•threatening to hurt you, your relatives, friends or work colleagues  
•damaging property to frighten and intimidate you  

•emotional abuse (including criticising your personality, looks, the way you dress, threatening to 
hurt you, your children or your pets, or threatening to damage personal items you value)  

•verbal abuse  
•sexual abuse (including forcing or pressuring you to have sex or participate in sexual acts)  

•financial abuse (including taking control of the money, not giving you enough money to survive 
on, forcing you to hand over your funds, not letting you say how it is spent)  

•social abuse (including controlling where you go, not letting you see or have contact with your 
friends or family)  

•depriving you of the necessities of life such as food, shelter, medical care and the company of 
other people such as your family and friends  

•spiritual abuse (including forcing you to attend religious activities against your wishes, prohibiting 
you from participating in the religious or cultural practices of your choice)  

•stalking  

http://www.familyrelationships.gov.au/
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Domestic and family violence occurs in many relationships within Australian society and is 
not restricted to any particular socioeconomic, racial or cultural groups. It can occur 
between people in a range of domestic relationships including: 

  spousal relationships 

  intimate personal relationships 

  family relationships 

  informal care relationships.  

 

Your legal options 

One option is to apply to a Court for a Domestic Violence order. This is an order made by the 

Court that includes conditions that restrain, restrict and prohibit the behaviour of the 

respondent to prevent further domestic violence. 

A Court can make a domestic violence order against a respondent if the Court is satisfied 

that: 

 the respondent has committed an act of domestic violence against the aggrieved  

 the respondent is likely to commit an act of domestic violence again  

 if the act of domestic violence was a threat, that the respondent is likely to carry out 

the threat.  

A domestic violence order can protect the aggrieved and relatives and associates of the 

aggrieved who are named in the order. A domestic violence order is a civil order and not a 

criminal matter. However, a respondent who breaches or disobeys the order commits a 

criminal offence. 

Domestic violence orders can last up to two years. In special circumstances the domestic 

violence order can be extended for a period longer than two years. 

Magistrate Courts have application forms for domestic violence orders. The applicant needs 

to fill in the form and lodge it at their local courthouse. Alternatively, someone you have 

authorised in writing can also lodge it for you with the Court. Domestic and family violence 

services may also be able to assist you with applying for an order. 


